Coefficients of relationship by isonymy among Scottish males with early and late onset cancers.
Studies of certain cancers suggest that early onset cases tend to have a more pronounced hereditary component than late onset cases. We have analysed data from 60,924 Scottish males with cancer of the stomach, colon, rectum, prostate or bladder, using the coefficient of relationship by isonymy to compare patients whose age at registration was below the median with those whose age at registration was equal to or above the median. There was no evidence for greater isonymy in younger patients suggesting that, although known genetically determined cancers may have earlier onset than other cancers at the same site, early age at onset is not widely associated with a familial predisposition to malignancy.